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distinct English, French, Japanese, North-American one ? Does
Hitler's " New Order " belong to the same civilization as the
ideals for which England is fighting?

The well-known psychologist. Professor William MacDougall,
finds it hardly possible to give a definition that is applicable
to all nations.1 He prefers, therefore, to describe the ideal
type of a nation which combines all the attributes of nation-
hood to a high degree, and then to class each nation according
to its approximation to this ideal. We need not enter into a
discussion of the subjective and objective traits which he de-
scribes. His idea that nationality is a complex structure and
a matter of degree is certainly true. Max Weber has shown
that the method of drawing an ideal type is a better way of
investigating complicated social structures than the usual sort of
definitions,3 MacDougalPs attempt, however, demands a quali-
fication. Neither an abstract unhistorical definition nor an ideal
type of a nation, assembled of traits observed in different nations,
leads to a deeper psychological understanding of national
dynamics. No static definition can explain concrete, historical,
dynamic facts like national sentiment, the national character or
nationalism. It seems to us more fruitful, therefore, to start with
describing the dynamic factor of national consciousness as observ-
able in typical modern nations, and then to define a nation as
a people possessing national consciousness which, of course, is
also a matter of degree.

5. ANALYSIS OF NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS
(a)  The Problem of Collective Mentality
National consciousness is a specific kind of group conscious-
ness, or group solidarity, which constitutes a bond between the
members of a group in regard to the pursuit of certain aims.
It is of a very complex structure, embracing many strands and
variations, extending from a subconscious, latent state of mind
to a clear-cut ideology. It greatly varies both in nations and
in individuals, and the definition that nations possess it docs
not mean that all individuals belonging to a nation have it to
a large degree, or at all.
The psychology of groups is a much-disputed problem. Socio-
logists and psychologists have developed many theories about the
1 Cf. W. MacDougaJl, The American Nation, Its Problems and Psychology, 1925, p. 4,
8 Cf. Max Weber, Wirtschaft und Gesellschaft, 19212, pp. 3, 10.